NON PAPER FRANCE 
DROPPING OUT OF SCHOOL AND THE EUROPEAN EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION 

1 - At the EU level, the school dropout rate fell between 2000 and 2008: on average, during those eight years, the percentage of 18-24 year olds "who only have the level of lower secondary education or even a lower level and who left the world of education or training" fell from 17.6% to 14.9% .
In France, the rate has also decreased from 13.3% to 11.8%, but this positive development still leaves 120,000 young people without qualification each year. 

2 - There is still much to be done so that education can fully contribute to equal opportunities and better promote integrative growth and society. 
Therefore, the recent adoption by the European heads of state of a target -directly integrated into the EU 2020 Strategy- to reduce the dropout rate to 10% within 10 years constitutes a crucial political impetus. 
France fully supports this major policy initiative and particularly contributes to it by an even more ambitious national target of 9.5% to be reached by 2020. 

3 – The reasons for dropping out are numerous, complex and systemic. 
They are related to the educational background and system, but also go widely beyond them. 

Indeed, they can combine factors of three kinds: 
a) …..global: the economic crisis in a globalized environment; unemployment and the changing of job structures; growing social and cultural heterogeneity; erosion of one’s bearings and forms of belonging; crisis in the transmission of values... 
b) …..properly school-centred: decrease in the prestige and attractiveness of school, which is confronted by forms of socialization based on images, the mass dissemination of information and immediacy; the more indirect correlation between degree and employment; unsuitable school rhythms or educational devices; devaluation of the teaching profession; 
c) …..individual: family problems, gaps between the school culture and the original background; wrong orientations... 

4 - Within the logic of the "open method of coordination", the European educational cooperation concerning the fight against dropping out of school should to be strengthened. 

Its added value can be seen at three levels: 
a) incentive: thanks to the macro-goal of reducing the drop out rate in school by 2020 that the Heads of State endorsed last June 17 by adopting the EU 2020 Strategy; 
b) sharing of national experiences in the fight against dropping out of school; 
c) reflection on the most successful educational policies in this area. 

Taking these elements into account, France proposes the creation of a new working group focused on dropping out of school. This working group should be created under the auspices of the Commission. 

This group, composed of experts from Member States, would have a threefold mandate: 
a) identify and share European best practices and innovations of the fight against dropping out; 
b) reflect on the causes of dropping out and provide a common toolkit on the basis of comparative studies and experiments in progress; 
c) submit proposals to the Council, designed to strengthen the effectiveness of educational cooperation in Europe in this key area (eg Green Book for a New Youth Policy ; development of mobility programs for young people at risk; extending the "Europass" device to the lowest levels of qualification; funds to encourage innovative European partnerships focused on reducing the dropping out and on educational success ...). 



